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ENVIRONMENTAL APPROVALS — STREAMLINING 

153. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Minister for Environment: 

I refer to the Liberal Party’s commitment to streamline environmental approvals and to ensure that applications 
are processed in a timely manner. Can the minister outline to the house the actions taken and results achieved by 
the government in respect of this commitment? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thank the member for Riverton for the question. I know that he is a person who over at least the last 15 years 
has always had an interest in the timely approvals process of Western Australian government—and indeed of all 
governments. 

It is interesting that the Department of Environment and Conservation released in January this year its quarterly 
performance report on industry regulation and its quarterly performance report on its native vegetation 
conservation program. The tables in these reports show that the reform processes — 

Mr C.J. Tallentire interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells, it might be more appropriate if you asked a question in this area. I 
formally call you to order for the first time. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: These reports show that the Liberal–National government’s reforms to streamline the 
approvals process have been working. Despite the fact that the number of applications has gone up, we have 
managed to bring the time line down. I give the example of major resource project approvals. In the second 
quarter of 2008–09, the average time taken to issue application approvals was 60 working days, and, as of the 
end of last year, that figure had gone down to 45 working days. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: You are just allowing environmental destruction, minister! 

The SPEAKER: Again, I suggest, member for Gosnells, that you frame a question around this matter. It might 
be an appropriate way for you to get the information you seek. Interjecting will not help. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Member for Gosnells, watch this space. This government will go down in history for 
some of our conservation policy, particularly in marine parks. 

In the last quarter of 2010, 36 applications were processed and 145 applications were processed in the last two 
years. That is a huge increase in the number of applications. In that time, we have brought the average time of 
processing down from 60 to 45 working days. Similarly, we have had a large increase in the number of major 
resource project licences approved. We have managed to maintain the average time of approval at 34 days. 
However, other project approvals show perhaps the most impressive statistics. I happen to have a chart. The 
chart demonstrates that at the beginning of 2009, the average approval time for a project was 131 days. As of the 
end of last year, it was 40 days. What has happened to the workload? Six projects were approved at the 
beginning of the period, and 26 were approved at the end. Therefore, not only has the workload increased, but as 
it has increased, the time line has decreased. That is a great achievement.  

Just to round off, under the native vegetation conservation plan, it was not unusual for some clearing plans to be 
outstanding for over 200 days; I have heard of even longer periods. This report, which I am happy to table—I am 
also happy to table the other report—states that the average time for issuing clearing permits is down to 45 days. 
This demonstrates that the government’s reforms—the independence of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority, the amendments to environmental protection legislation, and indeed, this government’s 
diligence in making decisions and determining appeals—are working. 

The SPEAKER: The reports are tabled. 

[See papers 3228 and 3229.] 
 


